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Migration projections: 
Potential uses and concerns



Future Migration Trends
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 Ea r ly w a rn in g sys t e m s
 quan tita tive  and  qua lita tive  da ta  to  m onitor poten tia l d rive rs and  

m ovem ents of popu la tions in  rea l tim e  to  p rovide  short-te rm  
estim ations in  fast-changing con texts (Caram m ia and  Dum ont, 2018).

 Fore ca s t in g
 quantita tive modelling m ethods with  a  m edium  and  long-te rm  horizon  

(Bijak, 2011; Disney, 2015).
 Fore s igh t / Sce n a r ios
 qualita tive  scenario  m ethods to  describe  fu tu re  m igra tion  flows and  

trends (Vezzoli e t a l., 2017; De  Haas e t a l. 2010).



EU pact on migration and asylum
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The pact builds on and amends the previous reform proposals. In line with 
a gradual approach proposed by the French Presidency of the Council in 
June 2022, the Member States reached an agreement on several reform 
aspects relating to the screening and registration of migrants arriving at 
the EU's external borders.



EU pact on migration and asylum: Quota Mechanism

4

After triggering this mechanism, the Commission would estimate 
the number of migrants as well as the needs of the labour 
market and would propose a distribution plan between Member 
States, in proportion to their size and economy: 50% of the 
calculation based on GDP and 50% on population size.

The first country of entry would remain one of the criteria for 
deciding which country is responsible for handling asylum 
applications.



EU pact on migration and asylum: Security Concerns
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EU: The New Pact on Asylum and Migration places a strong 
emphasis on better management of external borders and returns, 
thus further strengthening the security dimension, which has 
been the main approach to migration management over the 
years, as shown by the introduction of the Schengen Information 
System (SIS), Eurodac, the Integrated System of External 
Vigilance, Frontex and readmission agreements with third 
countries.

Security Concerns of Migrants?

https://www.robert-schuman.eu/en/european-issues/0537-a-new-european-pact-on-immigration-and-asylum-in-response-to-the-migration-challenge


Better Data, Better Models, Better Projections
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 Evid e n ce -b a se d  m igra t ion  p o licym a k in g

Policy-
guided 
data 

collection

Data-
driven 
policy-
making



Better Data, Better Models, Better Projections
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 For  w h om ?

 Research  as an  a rm  for p red ictive  m igra tion  policies

 Our in te llectua l deb t to  curren t and  fu tu re  m igran ts

 By w h om ?

 In te rd iscip linarity

 Mixed-m ethods

 Towards a  m ore  “socia l” CSS



Thanks!

Tuba.Bircan@vub.be
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