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CEE a s a  Ne w  Migra tion De stina tion
 The ongoing Russian full-scale invasion of Ukraine significantly altered migration flows in 

Europe

 CEE which prior to 2022 experienced migration transition and became the new migration
destination for economic migrants became particularly impacted by the inflow of forced
migrants

 While up to 2022, Ukrainian migrants constituted one of the largest groups of migrants in the 
region, they rarely sought asylum, most commonly using migration pathways established to 
facilitate voluntary, economic migration 

 Moddified New Immigration Destination (NID) framework - the countries and regions referred 
to as NID are those that experience “accelerated immigration over a short period of time, 
reversing a longstanding tradition of emigration” (Macareavey & Argent, 2018) – useful in 
exploring migration flows in the region
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Re se a rch a nd  me thods
• Qualitative research in Ukraine prior to February 2022

• 30 in-depth interviews and a fieldwork conducted in Kyiv and its
suburbs

• Focus on internal migrants who came to Kyiv from various regions in 
Ukraine

• Quantatiative research in Poland prior to February 2022 
• Sample size: 507 respondents in Malopolska region (65% from Ukraine)
• Focus on economic migrants with short-term residence permits

• Quantitative research in Austria and Poland post February 2022
 Sam ple  size s: 1,100  (Vie nna) and  500  (Kraków)
 Focus on force d m igrants from  Ukraine (m ostly from  occup ie d

Easte rn and  Southe rn parts of the  country) - Majority fe m ale  
(Vie nna: 89%; Kraków: 97%)
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CEE a s ne w migra tion de stina tion
fo r e conomic migra nts

The share of immigrants in the 
populations of Visegrad (V4) countries

• Czechia - from 1% in 1993 to 5,5% 
in 2021

• Hungary – from 1,5% in 1998 to 6% 
in 2021

• Slovakia – from 1,6% in 2015 to 3% 
in 2021

• Poland – from 1% in 2014 to 2,5% 
in 2021
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Grow ing importa nce of Ukra inia n migra nts in 
the  re g ion ye t be fo re 2022
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CEE as a mainly transit area for forced migrants
up untill 2022
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CEE after February 2022

• The inflow of forced immigrants to the V4 countries increased exponentially in 
2022 after the new phase of the Russian military aggression against Ukraine 
commenced. 

• Out of 7,751 million people who fled Ukraine by October 2022, V4 countries 
accommodated almost 42% of the forced migrants who resided in one of the 
European countries except Russia (UNHCR, 2022b). At the same time - V4 
populations together constitute 14,1% of the overall EU-27 population 
(Eurostat, 2022d). 

• As of October 2022, close to 2 million refugees from Ukraine were registered in 
the Visegrad Group countries with temporary protection, 30,000 registered in 
Hungary (constituting 0.3% of the overall Hungarian population, referring to 
the Eurostat data for 2021), 96,000 in Slovakia (close to 2%), 442,000 in Czechia 
(4%) and 1 422 482 in Poland (3,6% of the overall population of the country) 
(UNHCR, 2022 b; Eurostat, 2022d).
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Ukraine as country of emigration and immigration

Immigration to Ukraine (2021)
• 300 thousand permanent 

residency
• 150 thousand temporary

residency
• 76,5 thousand foreign students
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Major types of migration intentions among

internal migrants in Kyiv

 To migrate further within the country

or abroad (more popular option)

 Voluntary immobility - Intentional

stayers

 To return to the places of origin

 “Being undecided”

Future migration intentions among
internal migrants in Ukraine in 2021
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Research into integration patterns of  
economic migrants in Malopolska in 2021
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Migration history

0.0%

2.0%

4.0%

6.0%

8.0%

10.0%

12.0%

14.0%

16.0%

Year of arrival to Poland

Euromajdan 0.0% 10.0% 20.0% 30.0% 40.0% 50.0% 60.0% 70.0% 80.0% 90.0%

Pierwszy to Polska

Dwa wyjazdy

Trzy i więcej wyjazdów

Trudno powiedzieć

Odmowa odpowiedzi

Number of migration episodes

Funded by the EU
Horizon 2020 
programme



Reasons to come to Poland and plans for the future
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Unde rsta nd ing the migra tion journe y of Ukra inia n re fuge e s
(Why Pola nd? Why Austria ?)

Fe e ling we lcom e d afte r the  arrival
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Curre nt living situa tion of Ukra inia n re fuge e s
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Re turn inte ntions
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Research in Ukraine
- Ukrainian capital city/region as an attractive destination for internal and external migrants
- Reluctance to leave the city/region even in spite of the brutal Russian invasion
- Willingnes to return to the country/city in spite of ongoing war and Russian indiscriminate bombarment of 
Ukrainian cities

Research on economic migrants in Poland
- A very high percentage of respondents who declared that they had long-term life plans connected with Poland, 
or even intended to stay permanently
- Very high degree of economic integration of migrants
- The problem of economic marginalization or brain waste rather marginal

Research on forced migrants in Poland and Austria
- Ukrainian refugees in Austria and, to a lesser degree, in Poland are a highly self-selected usually
urban middle-class population
- The further refugees move from Ukraine, the higher their socio-economic status & educational attainment and 
the less pronounced their return intentions

Ke y ta ke a w a ys
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